
Prelude - The Gospel in the Torah 

Genealogy in Genesis 5:1-32  
Adam = Man 

Seth = Appointed 
Enosh = Mortal 

Cainan = Sorrow 
Mahalalel = The Blessed God 

Jared = Shall Come Down 
Enoch = Teaching 

Methuselah = His Death Shall Bring 
Lamech = Despairing 

Noah = Rest 



Man (was) appointed mortal sorrow, (but) 
the blessed God will come down teaching 
(and) His death shall bring (the) despairing 
rest.  



The Implications are Enormous 
•  I f the Resurrection is false, then 

Christianity is the biggest lie ever 
perpetuated, worthless, immensely 
harmful, etc. (1. Cor. 15:14) 

•  If the Resurrection is true, then Christianity 
is the only solution to the human dilemma 
and the sole correct way of viewing the 
world (worldview).  

 



Hypothesis   

If a Christian can make a good case for the 
Resurrection of Jesus Christ in the 
(American) public square, they can strike a 
huge blow to the pervading anti-Christian 
worldview of Secular Humanism that is 
currently prevailing in the culture war of 
ideas. (2. Cor. 10:4-5, 1. Pet. 3:15) 



3 Steps to Proving Resurrection 

1.  Credibility of the Gospels  
2.  Select Specific Evidence(s) of Your 

Choice 
     A. Martyrdom of Apostles 
     B. Conversion of Saul the Persecutor to 
Paul        the Apostle 

 C. Origin of Christianity from Judaism 
3. Gary Habermas’ Twelve Minimal Facts  



Reliability/Gospels- Bibliographical  
Author Date 

Written 
Earliest 
Copy 

Approxima
te Time 
Span 
between 
original & 
copy 

Number of 
Copies 

Accuracy of Copies 

Lucretius died 55 or 53 B.C.   1100 yrs 2 ---- 

Pliny A.D. 61-113 A.D. 850 750 yrs 7 ---- 
Plato 427-347 B.C. A.D. 900 1200 yrs 7 ---- 

Demosthenes 4th Cent. B.C. A.D. 1100 800 yrs 8 ---- 

Herodotus 480-425 B.C. A.D. 900 1300 yrs 8 ---- 
Suetonius A.D. 75-160 A.D. 950 800 yrs 8 ---- 
Thucydides 460-400 B.C. A.D. 900 1300 yrs 8 ---- 
Euripides 480-406 B.C. A.D. 1100 1300 yrs 9 ---- 

Aristophanes 450-385 B.C. A.D. 900 1200 10 ---- 

Caesar 100-44 B.C. A.D. 900 1000 10 ---- 
Livy 59 BC-AD 17 ---- ??? 20 ---- 

Tacitus circa A.D. 100 A.D. 1100 1000 yrs 20 ---- 

Aristotle 384-322 B.C. A.D. 1100 1400 49 ---- 
Sophocles 496-406 B.C. A.D. 1000 1400 yrs 193 ---- 

Homer (Iliad) 900 B.C. 400 B.C. 500 yrs 643 95% 

New 
Testament 1st Cent. A.D. (A.D. 50-100) 

2nd Cent. 
A.D. 
(c. A.D. 130 
f.) 

less than 
100 years 5600 99.5% 



Reliability/Gospels – Internal 
Evidence 

•  The style of writing in the Gospels is simple and alive, what we would expect from 
their traditionally accepted authors. 

•  Since Luke was written before Acts, and since Acts was written prior to the death of 
Paul, Luke must have an early date, which speaks for its authenticity. 

•  The Gospels also show an intimate knowledge of Jerusalem prior to its destruction in 
A.D. 70. The Gospels are full of proper names, dates, cultural details, historical 
events, and customs and opinions of that time. 

•  Jesus' prophecies of that event (the destruction of Jerusalem) must have been written 
prior to Jerusalem's fall, for otherwise the church would have separated out the 
apocalyptic element in the prophecies, which makes them appear to concern the end 
of the world. Since the end of the world did not come about when Jerusalem was 
destroyed, the so-called prophecies of its destruction that were really written after the 
city was destroyed would not have made that event appear so closely connected with 
the end of the world. Hence, the Gospels must have been written prior to A.D. 70. 

•  The stories of Jesus' human weaknesses and of the disciples' faults also bespeak the 
Gospels' accuracy. 

•  The Gospels do not try to suppress apparent discrepancies, which indicates 
their originality (written by eyewitnesses). There is no attempt at harmonization 
between the Gospels, such as we might expect from forgers. 

•  The Gospels do not contain anachronisms; the authors appear to have been first-
century Jews who were witnesses of the events. 

 



Reliability/Gospels– External 
Evidence  

Power Enemy Attestation:  
On the eve of the Passover Yeshu34  was hanged. 
For forty days before the execution took place, a 
herald went forth and cried, 'He is going forth to be 
stoned because he has practised sorcery and 
enticed Israel to apostasy. Any one who can say 
anything in his favour, let him come forward and 
plead on his behalf.' But since nothing was brought 
forward in his favour he was hanged on the eve of 
the Passover! – Babylonian Talmud (Sanhedrin) 
Article 43:A (Mid 2st Century AD) 



Chuck Colson on the Resurrection 

“I know the resurrection is a fact, and 
Watergate proved it to me. How? Because 12 
men testified they had seen Jesus raised from 
the dead, then they proclaimed that truth for 40 
years, never once denying it. Every one was 
beaten, tortured, stoned and put in prison. They 
would not have endured that if it weren't true. 
Watergate embroiled 12 of the most powerful 
men in the world-and they couldn't keep a lie 
for three weeks. You're telling me 12 apostles 
could keep a lie for 40 years? Absolutely 
impossible.” 



Martyrdom of the Apostles 
Matthew – Sword in Ethiopia 
Mark – Dragged through streets of Egypt by horses. 
Luke – Hanged on an olive tree in Greece 
John – Broiled in basin of tar (conflicting), died from 
old age. (see John 21:20-25) 
Peter – Crucified upside down (Rome) 
James the Just – Thrown off southeast pinnacle of 
Temple 
James the Greater – Beheaded in Jerusalem, 
Roman officer follows 
 



Martyrdom of Apostles 

Bartholomew – Flayed with whip 
Andrew – X-shaped cross in Greece (after 
being tortured by whip.  
Thomas – Stabbed with spear in India 
Jude – Arrows 
Matthias – Stoned, beheaded 
Barnabas – Stoned  
Paul – Beheaded in Rome under Nero 



Resurrection in 2nd Temple Judaism 

Hope for resurrection began in Judaism not as 
dogma but as a story—the story of Israel’s exile 
and restoration. (Ezekiel 37:1-14) 

2nd Temple Judaism literature 
EXILE  

(suffering of the covenant people)  
vs.  

RESURRECTION  
(vindication of the covenant people) 

 
 



Resurrection in 2nd Temple Judaism 

Martyrs who taunt their torturers by assuring them that 
they, the martyrs, will receive back from Israel’s god the 
physical bodies that are now being torn apart. (e.g., 2 
Macc 7:1-23) 
 
The souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, and no 
torment will ever touch them.  In the eyes of the foolish 
they seemed to have died, and their departure was 
thought to be a disaster, and their going from us to be 
their destruction; but they are at peace…. In the time of 
their visitation they will shine forth, and will run like 
sparks through the stubble.  They will govern nations and 
rule over peoples, and the Lord will reign over them 
forever. (Wisdom of Solomon 3:3-8) 
 



Resurrection in 2nd Temple Judaism
  

For the 1st Century Jew: 

Resurrection was a 
Revolutionary 

Movement 
The sign of the Kingdom’s Full Arrival – the righteous raised 

bodily 



Resurrection in 2nd Temple Judaism
  

Resurrection to the 1st Century Jew meant:  
-   End of Exile 
-  Dawn of the Kingdom of God Age 
-  Vindication of the Righteous 
-  Evil Defeated 
-  YHWH Covenant Renewed (New Covenant) 
Who were the only first century Jews to 
speak like this? Why?  
 
 



Early Christianity: A Kingdom of 
God Movement  

Early Christianity thought of itself as a kingdom-
of-God movement (Mark 1:14-15).  Already by 
the time of Paul the phrase “kingdom of God” 
and its equivalents had become more or less a 
shorthand for the movement, its way of life, and 
its raison d’etre (Rom. 14:17; 1 Cor. 4:20, 
6:9-10, 15:50; Gal. 5:21; 1 Thess. 2:12). 
 
What is the best explanation for this?  



Early Christianity: A Kingdom of 
God Movement 

“The early Christians told the story of the 
kingdom as their own story.  They reordered 
their lives—in the case of former pagans, 
quite drastically—around the new symbolic 
universe in which the Jewish hope that there 
would be “no king but God” had come true 
through Jesus the Messiah.  They engaged 
in a praxis that affirmed there was a different 
way of being human, a way that answered to 
the claims of this kingdom.” - N.T. Wright 



Early Christianity: A Kingdom of 
God Movement 

“The historical question is therefore posed: What on 
earth (and I mean that on earth) would have caused 
them to act, speak, and think this way?  Why, indeed, did 
they not continue the sort of kingdom-revolution they had 
imagined Jesus was going to lead?  How do we explain 
the fact that early Christianity was neither a nationalist 
Jewish movement nor a private existential experience?  
How do we explain the fact that it is asserted, from within 
the Jewish worldview, that the eschaton had arrived, 
even thought it did not look like they had imagined it 
would?  The early Christian answer was, of course, that 
Jesus had been raised from the dead.  That was why 
they said that the kingdom had come and that the new 
age had dawned.” – N.T. Wright  



Early Christianity: A Messianic 
Movement 

“God has made Jesus both Lord and Christ (Messiah)” – Apostle 
Peter, Acts 3:36 
 
Jewish Messianic Expectations at time of Jesus:  
 
YHWH had not returned to Zion because His house was not 
ready. Messiah would defeat pagans and rebuild Temple.  
 
A messiah that the pagans crucified was a failed messiah (Simon 
of Peraea, Judas of Galilee, Simon bar Kokhba) 
 
No first century Jew would say that a crucified messiah was a 
genuine messiah unless _______.  
 
 
 



12 Minimal Facts – Gary Habermas 
1.  Jesus died by Roman crucifixion.  
2.  He was buried, most likely in a private tomb.  
3.  Soon afterwards, the disciples were discouraged, bereaved, and despondent, 

having lost hope.  
4.  Jesus’ tomb was found empty very soon after his interment.  
5.  The disciples had experiences that they believed were actual appearances of the 

risen Jesus.  
6.  Due to these experiences, the disciples’ lives were thoroughly transformed. They 

were even willing to die for their belief.  
7.  The proclamation of the Resurrection took place very early, from the beginning of 

church history.  
8.  The disciples’ public testimony and preaching of the Resurrection took place in the 

city of Jerusalem, where Jesus had been crucified and buried shortly before.  
9.  The gospel message centered on the preaching of the death and resurrection of 

Jesus.  
10.  Sunday was the primary day for gathering and worshiping.  
11.  James, the brother of Jesus and a skeptic before this time, was converted when he 

believed he also saw the risen Jesus.  
12.  Just a few years later, Saul of Tarsus (Paul) became a Christian believer, due to an 

experience that he also believed was an appearance of the risen Jesus. 


